SELECTBOARD MEETING

MINUTES
February 20, 2024

I. OPEN MEETING –  Chairman Mark Bullard called the February 20, 2024, Selectboard meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. Those present include Mark Bullard, Alfred Buckley, Michael Daley, Zachary Brown, Richard Thibeault, and later joined by April Busfield at 6:20 P.M.  Members of the public included Krista Rodrigue, Dan Johnson, Julie Giroux (Canaan Residents), Lucie Daley, Sharon Ellingwood White, David White (Lemington Residents), Patrick Shattuck (Rural Edge), and Danielle Artes (National Grid). 
II.  Meeting Minutes–  Meeting minutes for the February 5, 2024, meeting were distributed and reviewed by board members before and at the meeting.  Al made a motion to approve the February 5, 2024, meeting minutes as written, and Mike seconded.  Chairman Bullard asked if there was further discussion; seeing none, he called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously in the affirmative.
III. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO AGENDA – Zach made an addition to the agenda, which was a contract between the town and an architectural firm for the library carriage house project.  All board members were fine with the addition.  No other changes were made. 
IV. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT –
a. Patrick Shattuck – Rural Edge, Executive Director – Patrick was in to give a presentation to the board on what Rural Edge offers.  He went through a quick synopsis of what Rural Edge provides to the Town of Canaan and its residents.  He noted they will host a home buyer education course in Canaan sometime in June.  A brief discussion was had between Patrick and the board.  Patrick left materials for the board to distribute.

b. National Grid – Danielle Artes – Danielle was in to give a quick update on the project to the selectboard and intended to discuss the potential funding for Canaan and the non-profit organizations within the town.  Danielle noted that the company has listened to the residents' concerns and questions.  The project has adapted to rectify the concerns.  The manhole covers will now be locking manholes which will significantly reduce the noise disturbance of the transmission line.  The road will be paved according to VTrans specs, and National Grid will work closely with the State to ensure that the streets are of the same quality or better.  They will work with residents along the route to find the best time to have the work completed.  Danielle briefly mentioned the community benefits plan going out into the communities.  Danielle spent most of her time answering questions from the audience.  Since many of these questions came from Lemington residents, the Canaan Selectboard suggested that this conversation be continued at a Lemington Selectboard meeting.  Danielle stated there will be another open house at the end of April.  This will be a good time for the general public to ask questions and have them answered.  The board thanked Danielle for attending.  
V. REPORT FROM HIGHWAY – 
a. 2016 Plow Truck Repair – Richard reported that the 2016 truck was repaired at Lewis and Woodard last week.  Brian noticed transmission fluid underneath his truck, which turned out to be a leak in the transmission oil pan.  It has been replaced and repaired.  
b. Kemp Hill Road – Zach mentioned to the board that he received a complaint about the end of Kemp Hill Road, where the gravel meets the tar.  Richard said he had been out grading Kemp Hill and knew what the issue was.  When it warmed up, the gravel road sunk and was no longer level with the pavement.  This will fix itself once the frost is gone.  If it is not, Richard will fix it. 
c. New Plow Truck – Richard told the board that North Country Ford had ordered the new plow truck. 

d. The board asked Richard what Brian does when there is no plowing.  Richard said that April or Brian finds projects that must be done at the Treatment Plant. 

VI. REPORT FROM WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT –  
a. General Sewer Update – April was in to report to the board what was happening down at the treatment plant.  April gave a brief report.  She informed the board that she acquired $15,000 worth of new equipment for free through a grant.  This will be a substantial cost savings for the town.  This new equipment will be a backup for when the older equipment ceases to operate.  April informed the board about her trip to DC and the free classes she had found for her and Brian to take to get relicensed.  April asked the board who could attend the Spring trade show.  The board approved April to go, but Brian must stay behind to operate the treatment plant.  The board said there needed to be at least one person in the area at all times. 
VII. SOLID WASTE –  No action was taken. 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS – 
a. Special Event Liquor License – Outdoor Consumption – The Local Scoop – The Local Scoop/Border Jumpers Bar is hosting a bocce tournament and has applied for an outdoor consumption liquor license.  Chairman Bullard made a motion to approve the special event liquor license, which included outdoor alcohol consumption.  Mike seconded the motion.  Chairman Bullard asked for any further discussion; seeing none, he called for a vote.  The motion was carried unanimously in the affirmative.  Zach will submit the approval after the meeting. 
b. Complaint about 394 VT RTE 141 – Zach stated that this issue was not in the fire marshal’s jurisdiction as no one was residing at the residence.  Zach will draft a letter for the board to approve and send to the property owners. 
c. Zoning Board/Planning Commission – Zach updated the board on the ongoing issues that the board is facing.  Zach let the board know that the Zoning board and planning commission had received the approval for the $10,000 MTAP funding.  Gail and the rest of the board members will continue to work with NVDA to update the town plan. 
d. Town Official Appointments 2024 – The board reviewed the list of open appointments for 2024.  They will make appointments after the town meeting.  No action was taken. 

e. Redetermination of EEPV & CLA – Zach distributed a letter the board received from the Vermont Department of Taxes.  The letter to exclude the property sale of 254 Christian Hill has been received and is being reviewed.  PVR will schedule a meeting with the listers to review the case. 
f. Personnel Policy – Conduct of Employee Update – Zach distributed the draft of the new policy he was instructed to create around an employee leaving work for non-work-related reasons.  The board reviewed the policy.  Mike made a motion to approve the new policy as written.  Al seconded this motion.  Chairman Bullard called for any further discussion; seeing none, he called for a vote.  The motion was carried unanimously in the affirmative.  All board members signed the policy into practice.  Zach will distribute the policy to all employees.  

g. Northern Borders Dispatch Grant Application Update – Zach told the board that Northern Borders Dispatch was applying again for a grant from the Northern Borders Regional Commission.  Zach has drafted a letter of support for the application.  The board reviewed the letter.  Al made a motion to approve the letter as written.  Mike seconded the motion.  Chairman Bullard called for any further discussion; seeing none, he called for a vote.  The motion was carried unanimously in the affirmative.  All board members signed the letter.  Zach will send it to Becky Robinson.
h. Town Meeting Update – The board discussed the upcoming town meeting.  The board will get together to discuss who will present what. 
i. Library Architectural Contract – The board reviewed the contract.  Zach told the board that the library trustees had already approved it.  Al made a motion to accept the contract as presented.  Mike seconded the motion.  Chairman Bullard called for any further discussion; seeing none, he called for a vote.  The motion was carried unanimously in the affirmative.  Chairman Bullard signed and executed the contract. 
IX. OLD BUSINESS –  No action nor discussion was taken.
X. EXECUTIVE SESSION – No action nor discussion was taken. 
XI. SORT MAIL/SIGN WARRANT – Warrant 04-24 for $41,963.23 was signed and executed by the board. 
XII. ADJOURN MEETING-  Al motioned for the meeting to be adjourned, and Mike seconded.  Chairman Bullard called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously in the affirmative.  Before adjourning, Zach asked for one selectboard member to stop in to sign the warrant for the revolving loan check he will be writing tomorrow for Wanita Begin.  Chairman Bullard adjourned the meeting at 8:10 P.M.
