Canaan/Stewartstown 
Joint Sewer Commissioners 
Meeting Minutes
July 09, 2024
Canaan Town Office 
1. Open Meeting—Canaan Selectboard Chairman Michael Daley opened the meeting at 5:30 P.M.  Those present included Mark Bullard, Al Buckley, Michael Daley (Canaan Selectboard), Jimmy Gilbert (Stewartstown Selectboard), Zachary Brown, and April Busfield. 

2. Appoint a Chair—Since Chairman Dwayne Covill was not in attendance, the committee had Michael Daley, Canaan Selectboard Chair, govern the meeting. 

3. Vermont Open Meeting Law Update—Interim Chairman Daley informed everyone that the meeting was being recorded in accordance with the Vermont Open Meeting Law updates. 

4. Approve Minutes for April 9, 2024- Minutes were distributed to all board members prior to and at the meeting.  All reviewed the minutes.  Al made a motion to approve the April 9, 2024, meeting minutes as presented; Al seconded this motion.  Interim Chairman Daley, filling in for Dwayne, opened the motion for discussion; seeing none, he called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously in the affirmative.

5. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda—Zach added one item to the agenda: Juddy's septage disposal inquiry.  The board was OK with the addition, which will be covered at the end of the meeting.  No other additions or deletions were made. 

6. Operator Report – April reported that everything was going well at the plant.  She had all the pump stations and plants vacuumed with a Vac Truck from Wind River.  She also had the blowers and blades serviced.  All board members present appreciated April’s proactivity and said it was well worth the money.  April said she bought new floats for the sludge sled and had Kevin help her fix it.  It is running well now.   Mike asked how the water inspection went for her today.  April gave a brief report but believed everything went well. 

7. Report on Inspection–  Jimmy stated he was ready to do the inspection with Al today.  Al stated that he had completed the inspection himself on Monday, as April had her State inspection today, and he didn't want to interfere.  Al continued into his inspection report.  He stated that everything was in good working order.  He said he was present to see the new sludge sled work and that it went well.  He went on to say that he only saw a few issues.  The first issue was a lack of deep cleaning, which he attributed to April's lack of help.  He would like to see this get cleaned up once Kaylan starts.  The second issue was that the pump station stairs were still not painted.  Mike stated that whenever April was ready, she could use his sprayer.  The third issue was that the ramp going to the septage receiving area needed more gravel.  April stated that when Richard had a free moment, he would come and bring some.  No other comments or questions were made. 


  
8. Employment of Assistant Operator – Kaylan Gray – April stated that Kaylan would start next week.  The commission and April are excited for her to start.  April reminded the commission that, in the beginning, Kaylan would need much training, as anyone would be starting a new position.  This will mean that things may take a little longer to finish.

9. Purchase of New Blades – April reported that during the last servicing of the plant, Phil Laramie found that one of her blades was completely broken.  A backup has replaced it, and April wants another set on standby.  A discussion ensued on a quote for the set.  The commission asked April to ask Richard Marchesseault, owner of Border Tool and Die, to see if he could make it for her.  However, if he could not, April could purchase them from the company that gave her the quote.  Al stated he so moved the aforementioned plan.  Mark seconded that motion.  Interim Chairman Daley opened the motion for discussion; seeing none, he called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously in the affirmative.

10. Report on the VRWA Treatment Plant Tour – April gave a brief summary of the tour and the group that hosted it.  She said it went well and that she made a bunch of great connections. 

11. Juddy’s Septage Request – Zach distributed two emails: one from an employee of Juddy's requesting access to dispose of sewage and porta potty refuse at the Canaan/Stewartstown Treatment Plant; the second was from April detailing possible issues with this request and a history of the plant.  The commission reviewed both thoroughly.  A lengthy discussion was had about the request.  Points were made on both sides of the argument.  April said her biggest concerns were the porta-potty refuse and the added gallons.  She stated that the daily limit is at 6000 gallons, and this is quickly met with just one hauler.  She also noted that the lagoons are not equipped with the capability to handle chemicals and other bio-organics.  She has placed a request to the State of Vermont DEC to see what their opinion on the matter is.  She has not heard back from them, but if they are amenable to the idea, she would be willing to reach a middle ground.  Her solution would be to have Juddy's dispose of sewage one day a week or start out with they could dispose of porta potty refuse only when collected from town events: Stewartstown Day, Sugar on Snow, Softball tournaments, etc.  The commission mulled over this idea.  Jimmy stated he was uncomfortable deciding as he was the only Stewartstown selectboard member present.  The commission decided to leave it as is and to have both boards review the request separately.  April will contact Juddy's.  

12. Adjourn Meeting – Mark motioned to adjourn the July 9, 2024 meeting; Al seconded this.  No discussion was had.  Interim Chairman Daley called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously in the affirmative.  Interim Chairman Daley adjourned the meeting at 6:04 P.M.
