BOARD OF ABATEMENT HEARING
AGENDA

September 28, 2023

I. OPEN HEARING –  The Town Clerk and Treasurer, Zachary Brown, opened the meeting at 5:31 PM.  Those present included Zachary Brown, Mark Bullard, Richard Dennis Jr., Noreen Labrecque, Renee Marchesseault, Judith Masson, Fern Owen, and Gordon “Tom” Trammell Jr.  Members of the public included Susan Stanley and Beth Kenney (Representatives for Hilda Lemay).   Mark made a motion to appoint Zach as the chairman of the board of abatement.  Renee seconded this motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Zach accepted the position.  
II. TESTIMONY FROM PROPERTY OWNERS/REPRESENTATIVES-  Chairman Brown administered the oath to both Susan and Beth.

a. Hilda Lemay, R21029, 24/25 Jackson Lodge Road – Susan and Beth presented their case and testimony as to why Hilda Lemay was eligible for an abatement of taxes.  Their request was based on Hilda’s inability to pay the 2023 taxes.  The board received a breakdown of Hilda’s income and expenses.  Several questions were raised by the board and answered by Beth and Susan.  The total requested for abatement was $2,115.47.
b. Town of Canaan, R18002, 433 VT RTE 141 – Chairman Brown presented the abatement case for the Town.  The property was acquired at a tax sale after no one else bid on the property.  The ownership was transferred to the Town after April 1, 2023.  Since it was after April 1, it appears on the grand list as taxable property. The total requested for abatement was $850.87.  
III. DELIBERATIVE SESSION –   Renee made a motion to enter into a deliberative session at 5:48 PM to discuss the two requests.  Mark seconded this motion.  Chairman Brown asked if there was any discussion, seeing none, he called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously in the affirmative.  The board entered into a deliberative session at 5:48 PM.  Richard made a motion to exit deliberative session at 6:10 PM.  Renee seconded this motion.  Chairman Brown asked if there was any discussion, seeing none, he called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously in the affirmative.  The board entered into a deliberative session at 6:10 PM.    During the deliberative session, the board voted to deny Hilda’s request for abatement.  Instead, the board will offer a payment plan to Hilda Lemay.  Payments would be $200.00 monthly and would not accrue any interest or penalty fees, generally assigned to delinquent tax payments.  The taxes would need to be paid in full by October 2024.   The first payment would be due on November 1, 2023, if amenable.  This decision was made by a 7-1 margin.  The board decided to abate the Town’s 2022 delinquent taxes, penalties, interest, and 2023 taxes.  This decision was made by an 8-0 margin.  

IV. OTHER BUSINESS – No other business came before the board. 
V. ADJOURN HEARING  –  Richard made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:16 PM.  Judith seconded this motion. Chairman Brown asked if there was any discussion, seeing none, he called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously in the affirmative.  Chairman Brown adjourned the meeting at 6:16 PM. 
